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Our Story 

 
The History of Heart Cry Church 
 

Who We Are 
Vision & Goals: 
 
Heart Cry Church exists to reach and teach men and women, boys and girls for Christ. 
 
We do this by being For Jesus, For the City, and For the Nations. 

For Jesus 

The heartbeat of Heart Cry Church is to focus on Christ alone. We believe the entire Bible 
points to Jesus and we are to do the same. 

Everything was created by Jesus, for Jesus, and through Jesus. 

- We focus on the glory of God in worship. 
- We focus on what Jesus does in and through us than what we do for Jesus. 
- We focus on living for Him through the power of the Holy Spirit in our everyday lives. 
 
For the City 
 
Growth Groups are the mechanism behind impacting our city. We do not just want to be a 
church in the city, but a church for the city. 
 
- We go out to the community, instead of waiting for them to come to us 
– We serve all of those in need (despite any differences) 
– We share the gospel to our friends, neighbors, and co-workers 
– We share the gospel by loving those around us 
– We intentionally pray for individuals weekly 
 
For the Nations 
 
God has a heart for the nations. There are people across the world that have never heard 
the name of Jesus, and we are seeking to change that through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and by either going ourselves, or sending others to share the Gospel. 
 
- We pray for people groups around the world. 
– We give our time, money, and prayer to the mission. 
– We go on short-term mission trips to help fuel the gospel in areas around the world. 
– We encourage our people to be obedient in going long-term overseas 
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What We Believe 
 

I. The Word of God 
 
We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the 
original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it has 
supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
II Timothy 3:16, II Peter 1:20-21, Mark 13:31, John 8:31-32, John 20:31, Acts 20:32 
 
II. The Trinity 
 
We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons; that 
these are equal in every divine perfection, and that they execute distinct but harmonious 
offices in the work of creation, providence and redemption. 
 
Genesis 1:1,26; John 1:1,3; Matthew 28:19, John 4:24, Romans 1:19-20, Ephesians 4:5-6 
 
III. God the Father 
 
We believe in God the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, 
power and love. We believe that He infallibly foreknows all that shall come to pass, that 
He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer, 
and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. 
 
Luke 10:21-22,  Matthew 23:9, John 3:16, John 6:27,  Romans 1:7,  I Timothy 1:1-2, I 
Timothy 2:5-6,  I Peter 1:3,  Revelation 1:6 
 
IV. Jesus Christ 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We 
believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, and teachings. We believe in His 
substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual 
intercession for His people, and personal visible return to earth. 
 
Matthew 1:18-25,  Luke 1:26-38, John 1:1, John 20:28,  Romans 9:5,  II Corinthians 5:21,  
I Peter 2:21-23,  John 20:30-31,  Matthew 20:28,  Ephesians 1:4,  Acts 1:11,  Romans 
5:6-8,  Romans 6:9-10,  Hebrews 7:25,  Hebrews 9:28,  I Timothy 3:16 
 
V. The Holy Spirit 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world 
of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all who 
believe in Jesus Christ. We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, 
and that He is an abiding helper, teacher and guide. 
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John 14:16-17,26;  John 15:26-27,  John 16:9-14,  Romans 8:9,  I Corinthians 3:16, I 
Corinthians 6:19,  Galatians 5:22-26 
 
VI. Regeneration 
 
We believe that man was created by God in His own image; that he sinned and thereby 
incurred physical, spiritual and eternal death, which is separation from God; that as a 
consequence, all human beings are born with a sinful nature and are sinners by choice 
and therefore under condemnation. We believe that those who repent and forsake sin and 
trust Jesus Christ as Savior are regenerated by the Holy Spirit and become new 
creatures, delivered from condemnation and receive eternal life. 
 
Genesis 1:26,  Genesis 2:17,  Genesis 5:2,  Eccl. 2:11,  John 3:14,  John 5:24,  John 5:30,  
John 8:12,  John 10:26,  Romans 9:22,  II Thessalonians 1:9,  Rev. 19:20,  Rev. 
20:10,14,15; Psalm 51:7,  Jeremiah 17:9,  James 1:14,  Romans 3:19,  Romans 5:19,  
Proverbs 28:13,  I John 1:9,  John 3:16,  John 1:13,  II Corinthians 5:17, Romans 8:1 
 
VII. The Church 
 
We believe in the universal church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the head and 
all regenerated persons are members. We believe in the local church, consisting of a 
company of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a credible profession of faith, and 
associated for worship, work, and fellowship. We believe that God has laid upon the 
members of the local church the primary task of giving the gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost 
world. 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22, Acts 1:8,  Ephesians 5:19-21,  Acts 2:42,  Hebrews 10:23-25 
 
*Adapted from Bethlehem Baptist Church 
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Biblical Support for Joining a Family of Believers 
 

Romans 12:4-5 
 

“4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.” 
 

Romans 12:10 
 

“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.” 
 

I Timothy 3:15 
 
“if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s 
household, which is the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 

 

I Corinthians 12:12-27 

12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 
many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit 
into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. 14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot 
should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that 
reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the 
whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has 
arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they 
were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one 
body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to 
the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with 
special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 
while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the 
members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that 
there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for 
each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every 
part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it. 
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Benefits of Joining a Family of Believers 

 
 

1. It gives you a place to ____________ _____________. 
              

Ephesians 2:19 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and members of God’s household… 

2.  It provides you a place of ____________________ and ____________________________. 
           

Galatians 6:1-2 
 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.  
But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.  Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 
3.  It provides you with a place to use your _________________  ______________. 
         

I Corinthians 12:4-7 
 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of service, 
but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of 
them in all men.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good. 
 
4.  It provides the privilege of being cared for under _________   ___________________. 
         
 

Hebrews 13:17 
 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who 
must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 
would be of no advantage to you.  
 

Acts 20:28-29 
 
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  I 
know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 
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The Ministries of the Church 

 
Sunday Morning 
 
Nursery 
This is for ages 0 to walkers.  This is a place where even the youngest infant can come, 
and we provide a safe environment for them, all the while keeping the main service free 
from the noises that these little packages can make!  
 
Preschool 
This is for walkers up to Pre-K.  Here we teach lessons, even at this young age, that we 
pray will help mold these young hearts and minds to love Jesus! 
 
Heart Cry Kidz (K-5th Grade) 
A fun-filled, action packed kid’s ministry where kids will hear messages of God’s power 
and love! 
 
Worship 
Lead our people into worship through music. We can always use more vocals and 
instruments. 
 
Audio/Visual 
Running the soundboard, creating and presenting the worship slides and more. 
 
Ushers 
Pass the offering plates, help with the Lord’s Supper and be a hand for the pastor. 
 
Greeters 
Warmly welcome visitors to Heart Cry and give them a bulletin. 
 
Information Table 
Help set up our info table and help keep the important information easily visible.  
 
Hospitality/Guest Reception 
Creating a warm environment with refreshments and snacks. 
 
Set Up 
Setting up chairs, sound equipment and classrooms on Saturday at 11:30am. 
 
Tear Down 
Help put everything away right after the second service. 
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Throughout the Week 
 
Growth Groups 
You can (a) attend a group, (b) lead a group or (c) host a group one day a week for 10 
weeks at a time. 
 
Heart Cry Youth (Jr. High/Sr. High) 
Students meet as a growth group on Wednesday nights at 6:30pm. We also offer winter 
retreats, summer camps and monthly events.  
 
Women’s Ministry 
Our women’s ministry is connected through growth groups. We offer a ladies group and 
are searching for leaders to create more women’s growth groups. However, all of the 
women of Heart Cry get together to have events throughout the year such as retreats, 
dinners and mom’s night outs. 
 
Men’s Ministry 
Our men’s ministry is connected through growth groups. We are searching for leaders to 
create a few men’s growth groups. However, all of the men of Heart Cry get together to 
have events throughout the year such as conferences, prayer meetings and horseback 
riding. 
 
Local Missions 
You will always find Heart Cry Church “on a mission” to help others in need. There are 
always others in need, so we will always do our best to meet those needs! 
 
Global Missions 
We go on short-term mission trips in the summer to help fuel the gospel in areas around 
the world. 
 

Use your gifts 
 

We want you to find your passion and gifts and use them for the church. Oddly enough, 
church isn’t enjoyable until you serve. 

 
Home vs Hotel 
We want you to treat this church like your home and not a hotel. Hotels are places where 
you are served and you don’t care to pick up after yourself. While a hotel can be nice on 
occasion, we aren’t designed to live that way. We want you to love this church like you 
love your house. You invest in it, you pick up after yourself, you invite others and you 
deeply care about the home. 
 



Page	  10	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  

 

Growth Groups 
 

God has naturally equipped Heart Cry Church to reach lost people but we don’t just want 
to be a birthing center. We are also called to keep our people and teach them to walk with 
Christ. It is our desire to teach the people of Heart Cry Church through the ministry of 
growth groups. We believe this is where God is leading us in this next season of Heart Cry. 
 
Basic Purpose 
Growth Groups exist to promote the growth of meaningful Christian relationships centered 
around the study of God’s Word (see Hebrews 10:24-25; Romans 8:29). 
 
Why Sermon Based Groups Are Effective 
Growth Groups: (1) debunk the Holy Man myth (2) debunk the Holy Place myth (3) 
empower people (4) give more opportunities for honesty and transparency (5) create the 
best children’s program ever (6) make the sermon memorable (7) move people from know 
about God to knowing of God (8) are extremely helpful for new Christians (9) will create a 
“better-prepared” environment. 
 
What Happens When A Growth Group Meets (90 minutes per session) 
Refreshments – 15 minutes 
Sharing – 15-30 minutes 
Study and Discussion – 45 minutes 
Prayer – 15-30 minutes 
Worship – (optional) 
Service Projects and Socials – 2 projects a year & 2 socials a year 
 
The Time Crunch of Life 
Our people will really only give us two time slots a week. Therefore, we do not add a ton of 
ministries to drown out the availability of growth groups. Less is more. Our primary tool for 
discipleship is a growth group. We do not make it hard for members to choose between a 
group and something else. 
 
Three Semesters - We offer our groups 10 weeks at a time. After 10 weeks, there is a 
small break before we start again 
 
Summer Break - We run the risk of burning out our congregation if we never give them 
breaks. Therefore, during the summer we offer foundational classes on Sunday mornings 
and give the groups a break. 
 
Easy In, Easy Out 
At the end of ten weeks, we will give everyone an evaluation form to let us know how to 
improve. In this form, you can mark that you are staying in the group, trying a new group 
or taking a break.  
It is our desire for the group to love being together and we will not separate them. It is our 
desire for long-lasting friendships to be established and nurtured in our growth groups. 
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What Does Membership Look Like? 

1. CONNECT 

• Attend Sunday service 
• Participate in a growth group 
• Volunteer to serve the church 

2. CLASS 

Take the Membership Class, which explains who we are, what we believe, and how we 
operate as a church, and provides an opportunity to get to know Heart Cry pastors and 
leaders.  

3. CHRISTIAN 

Members must confess faith in Jesus Christ as God and Savior (and get baptized if they 
have not previously done so as a professing Christian). 

4. COVENANT 

Affirm Heart Cry Church beliefs by signing the Membership Covenant and living out the 
expectations of members: 

• Community. Live life with other members of the family by remaining an active part 
of a growth group. 

• Serve. Use your gifts, talents, skills, and time to serve the church and participate in 
Jesus’ mission. 

• Give. Members are asked to be faithful in paying their tithes and offerings (Malachi 
3:8-11).  

5. CONVERSATION 

Meet with a Heart Cry Church leader for the final membership interview. 

Member privileges include… 

• More serving and leadership opportunities. 
• Open book policy extended to members interested in reviewing church financial 

information. 
• Participation as an active part of the family of God. 
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Stewardship of a Member 

 
Scripture teaches us to make giving our time, talent and treasures to God as top 
priority: 

 
Matthew 6:33 

 
Seek first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. 

 
Luke 6:38 

 
Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, and shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you. 
 
Giving is a worship issue. 
 
When you make a __________  ____________, into a _________  _____________, it  
 
becomes a very ________  _____________. 
 
 
Tithe: 
 
The tithe represents “tenth.” 

Malachi 3:10 
 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 
 

Psalm 24:1 
 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 
 

I Timothy 5:17-18 
 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching.  For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is 

treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.”   
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Important reasons to tithe: 
 
1) To be obedient to the Word of God. 
2) To place meat in God’s house. 
3) To trust God’s provision. 
4) To exhibit God’s heart. 
 
 
Offerings: 
 
Giving an offering is over and above the tithe.  The tithe already belongs to the Lord 
before it is ever given.  That is why the scripture refers to not paying tithe as “robbing 
from God”. 

Malachi 3:8 – 10a 
 

“Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me.  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ In tithes and offerings.  
You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole 

tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.” 
 

Where Our Money Goes 
 
1) To support the ministries of Heart Cry Church 
 
A portion of every tithe is given to the operations of Heart Cry Church such as rent, staff 
and outreach events. This also includes helping our members in crisis situations. 
 
2) To support the Cooperative Program of the Southern Baptist Convention 
 
- State Convention – evangelism efforts, children’s homes, missions, new churches, 
collegiate ministries, camps and more. 
- International Mission Board – SBC supports approximately 4,800 missionaries who 
are engaging 787 people groups across the globe. 
- North American Mission Board – Pastor Billy is a trustee on this board. This supports 
planting new churches in North America and revitalizing dead churches. 
- Southern Baptist Seminaries – educates 16,000 pastors, missionaries and future 
church leaders each year. 
- Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission – they are dedicated to providing resources in 
addressing social, moral and ethical concerns in America. 
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What Next? 
 

Before you decide to join the family of believers at Heart Cry Church, we ask that you 
carefully take the following steps: 
 
1) Pray: 

 
Believe God to reveal to you that this is the place to “call home”.  Whether it’s for a 
season or for a lifetime, you will be reassured that God has called you here.   

 
 

2) Fill out the Heart Cry Membership Application: 
 
Once you have filled it out, submit it to a staff member who will then contact you for a 
New Member Interview. 
 
 
3) Attend a New Member Interview with staff or leadership of Heart Cry: 
 
We will contact you to schedule this interview. 
 
 
4) Attend the Membership Ceremony: 
 
When the Interview process is complete, you will be contacted as to the date of 
Membership Sunday.  This will be a time when you will come up front, be prayed over, 
and allow the family of God to welcome you! 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information regarding any of the above steps, contact Trey Van Camp at: 
trey@heartcrychurch.com 


